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EDITORIAL COMMENT - rlk 


A.D. Wright tells the story of a man-—the husband of a 
faithful Christian wife—who for years delayed his obedience 
toGod in baptism because he was too shy to walk down the 
aisle at the singing of the invitation. But when taught 
privately by Bro. Wright, he readily responded and was 
baptised in the presence of only his wife, God, and A.D. 


How many prospective Christians are there just like this 
man, who would respond to God in baptism if they could 
overcome such personal inhibitions? 


Now, if I may be permitted a slight note of criticism, and 
intended constructively, why is it that when we hold area- 
wide Campaigns for Christ, or other large gatherings, we 
require prospective Christians to walk out in front of 
thousands of people at the singing of the invitation and 
place himself on public display for baptism? Surely to do 
do requires an overwhelming conviction of guilt, or emotion 
of joy, to a degree sufficient to allow him to overcome 
any personal impediment he may possess. 


Yes, I know that when a sinner realizes he is a sinner he 
should respond regardless of the circumstances. But how 
many sinners do what they are supposed to do? 


How many sinners are there in audiences, such as we 
witnessed recently, who may have failed to reach this high 
state of emotionalism and therefore did not respond, but 
who may have responded under less conspicious circum- 
stances? And how many souls may be lost on account of 
it? In the conversion process, is it necessary for the 
sinner to become feverishly emotional before becoming a 
Christian? I know that psychologically no one can act 
without the stimuli of emotion, but the reader knows the 
kind of emotions we have in mind. Consider this: If 
Christianity is a sensible religion, and itis, and if it is 
reasonable that a sinner become a Christian, which it is, 
then surely he may make a sensible and reasonable deci- 
sion based on the intellectual soundness of the idea rather 
than on the emotions. We need to create circumstances 
by which this category of sinners may respond to God's 
invitation without the feeling that he would make himself 
a public spectacle. Preachers should remember that 
we're not all extroverts. 


Here is where we need to apply a little human psychology 
and figure out ways and means of allowing the candidate 
for baptism to answer God's invitation in a more private 
way. Since the brotherhood has many times demonstrated 
that it has the business sense to plan, erect, and pay for 
million-dollar church buildings, then surely with all of 
our "collective brains" we should be able to tackle and 
solve this small, yet serious problem. 





Dr. Neal E. Thomas 
President, College of America 


Christian education is a soul saving work. 
This article could close with this first 
sentence and the value of a Christian edu- 
cation would be established. But, Christian 
education is also a church strengthening 
work. This last statement is related to 
the first sentence and it further enhances 
the value of a Christian education. 


While the home and the church are respon- | 


sible for the spiritual and moral welfare 
of the child the school is a third vital 
element which must be considered if the 
child is to be brought "up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord." It is with the 
value of the Christian school that we are 
concerned with in this essay. 


The same statements which have been made 
concerning Christian education in general 
can be applied with equal vigor for Christian 
schools. Christian schools are soul saving 
and church strengthening institutions and 
they merit the strong and the enthusiastic 
support of thoughtful Christians everywhere 
Without them the church of our Lord would 
be in grave difficulties. 


Learning takes place most effectively when 
it is a well prepared and well organized 
program. Schools are established specifi- 
cally to offer an organized program of 
studies and activities to the children and 
youth of the nation. The school is designed 
to facilitate maximum learning. It attempts 
to insure that everything taught and that 
all activities available contribute to the 


total growth and development of the learn- | 


ers. It accepts the responsibility for the 
development of the whole child; the physical, 


mental, social, moral, and spiritual growth | 


of the child. 





The Value Of A 


Christian Education 


PART 1 of 2 parts 


In order to facilitate the total growth anc 
development of the child the school musi 
establish an environment which willinsure 
wholesome growth in each of these five 
areas of growth. The question which con- 
fronts all Christians is this, "Will the 
environment which is established by the 
school be conducive to wholesome Christiar 
mental, social, moraland spiritual growth?" 
or, stated another way, ''Will this environ- 
ment develop Christian growthand develop- 
ment in these areas or will it develop 


' worldly mental, social, moral, and spiritua! 


growth?" 


Worldly institutions produce worldly men- 
tality, worldly social attitudes, worldly 
morality, and worldly spiritual attitudes. 
Any person who is immersed in a worldly 
environment is likely to be adversely af- 
fected by this environment. Mature adults 
are not immune to the wrong conditions 
which are found in such environments. It 
is universally true that 'Evil companions 
corrupt ‘good morals" (1 Cor. 15:33), A 
worldly environment is especially danger- 
ous to our children because they are young. 
They have not yet had time to "put on the 
whole armour of God", and without this 
whole armour they cannot be expected tc 
standapainst the mighty forces of the worlc 
which are arrayed against them ina strong 
worldly environment. 


Our public schools are worldly institutions. 
They teach worldly social attitudes, worldly 
morality, and worldly spiritual attitudes. 
They develop worldly interests, habits, 
and inclinations. All of these are antago- 
nistic to the Christian life and are detri- 
mental to the Christian social, moral ant 








spiritual growth which Christians are 
striving to instill in the hearts and minds 
of their children. We are commanded, 
"And ye fathers provoke not your children 
to wrath but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4). 
The child's educational program is a vital 
part of the nurturing process and we are 
all aware of the fact that the public schools 
do not, indeed they cannot, nurture our 
children's faith in the Lord Jesus. When 
we placethem in the public schools we are 
placing them in an educational environment 
which is contrary to the nurture and the 
admonition of the Lord. The public schools 
are prohibited by law from this kind of 
Christian activity. 


Christian schools are Christian educational 
institutions. They are designed specifically 
to foster the five-fold growth patterns of 
our children in a warm and supportive 
Christian environment. They teach the 
wisdom whichis from above, instill Christ- 
ian habits and attitudes, develop Christian 
interests and incline the children's hearts 
to God. They are in full harmony and 
accord with the home and the church and 
they complement the eftorts of these other 
two in their attempt to bring the children 
up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. When we place our children in a 
Christian school we know that their know- 
ledge of the Word of God will be increased 
daily and we know that their faith is being 
supported rather than wrecked. We can 
also be assured that when we place our 
children in aChristian school we will stand 
well pleasing before God and man. This is 
the way it should be. 


Christians have been lulled into believing 
that they could intrust their children to the 
careof the public schoolsfor instruction in 
the academics; reading, writing, and arith- 
metic and then the home and the church 
could care for the necessary moral, social, 
and spiritual development. This has never 
really been true but we are all aware of 
the fact that the public school environment 
is even more dangerous today than it has 
ever been before. it is no longer even 
remotely possible for even the best home 
and the most. diligent congregation to erase 
all the effects of this worldly influence upon 





the hearts and the minds of our children. 


Our children's precious souls are being 
destroyed by this massive institution. It 
is controlled by the laws of our nation and 
these laws are upheld by the highest of our 
courts. It is unthinkable that we should 
continue to send our children into this aw- 
fuland destructive atmosphere. Christians 
must provide our children with Christian 
schools. There is no alternative except to 
continue to watch their spiritual destruction. 


Young people are being criticized onevery 
hand. Parents are being chastized for 
their failure to exercise greater control 
over their children. Church leaders are 
being urged to develop youth programs 
which will attract more of our young people. 
Young preachers are being hired and are 
being given titles such as educational di- 
rectors, assistant ministers, associate 
ministers, and youth directors. Their 
work is to developand direct various youth 
activities for the various congregations. 
These programs are all largely in vain 
because the various congregations do not 
have the facilities necessary to compete 
witb the facilities of the schools and other 
community supported agencies. Neither 
can congregations of the Lord's church 
develop activities which are as exciting as 
those activities which are offered by the 
public schools. 


For example, no congregation can hope to 
develop asports program that can compare 
withthe sports program of the public school. 
This is not to criticize the schools for 
developing sports programs. They are 
good. It is to point out that any thing which 
divides our young people's allegiance be- 
tween the church and some worldly activity 
is a hindrance to sound spiritual growth. 
There can be no question that the public 
school's sports program does divide the 
allegiance of our young people between the 
church and the school. 


Many of our young people choose to attend 
the large state colleges and universities 
rather than to attend a Christian college 
because of the difference in the caliber of 
the sports program. The University of 
Alabama and the University of Tennessee 
enroll more of our young people than do 

(turn to page 9) 


TRAINING FOR SERVICE AND CAMPAIGN 


FOR CHRIST 


- REPORT 


By Bob McNabb 


A conservative estimate of the number of 
members of the church of Christin the city 
of Huntsville is 4,000. These 4,000 are to 
teach Christ to the remaining 135,000 plus 
accountable persons in this city. Our Lord 
has told us to go and teach every creature 
in every nation (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15), 
and if we are to fulfill this command we 
must have Bible knowledge, motivation to 
action, and a concerted effort. 


During the month of March‘the Christians 
in Huntsville had an opportunity to increase 
in Bible knowledge and participate in a 
concerted effort of evangelism. I have 
reference to the Training For Service 
Series and the Campaign for Christ. The 
two events were designed for Christians 
and church growth. Those who participated 
experienced spiritual growth and saw the 
kingdom of God increase. The attendance 
figures reveal that some church members 
did not use these opportunities for growth. 
We encourage each member of the body of 
Christ to think about your importance in 
the cause of Christ and use every oppor- 
tunity to grow spiritually and help the 
church to grow numerically. Let's notice 
some particulars of the Training for Ser- 
vice and Campaign for Christ. 


The Training For Service Series was con- 
ducted at North Memorial Parkway church 
building, 17 - 20 March, under the over- 
sight of the elders of the Central congre- 
gation. This series had as its theme, 
"Praise the Lord,"' and was acclaimed by 
those who expressed an opinion as "the 
best ever!" The attendance record below 
will support this claim. 


Morning and Evening Services: 


Monday a.m. ---000 - p.m. 1050 
Tuesday a.m. - -151 - p.m. 1232 
Wednesday a.m. 192 - p.m. 1537 
Thursday a.m. 151 - p.m. 1256 


Those who attended this Series look for- 
ward to next year. 
Training for Service Series is tentatively 
scheduled for March 15 - 18, 1976 at the 
new West 


The Tenth Annual 


Huntsville church building. , 


The Campaign for Christ was conducted 
at the Von Braun Civic Center Arena, Marcl. 
26 - 30. Ted Kell from Lubbock, Texas 
was the speaker. This effort did an im- 
measurable amount of good for the cause 
of Christ. It motivated some dormant 
church members to action. Their parti- 
Cipation allowed them to see the power of 
the gospel at work, and what can happen 
when the church concentrates on an evan- 
gelistic thrust. Many members were in- 
volved in house -to-house canvassing anc 
in home Bible studies. Precious and eter- 
nal souls are continuing to be taught in the 
privacy of their own homes. 


Listed below is some of the available data 
on the Campaign. 


Average nightly attendance, 5,000+ 
Visible responses, 14 baptisms 29 restor'¢ 
TV questions called in, 710 

Churches participating financially, 39 
Areaof house-to-house canvass, 45 sq. mi. 


The Ensign Fair commends the Christians 
in the Huntsville area for their participa- 
tion in both of these great events. May we 
continually praise our Lord and be active 
in teaching ''daily from house to house’ 
(Acts 20:20), and may we always ''endeavor 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bonc 
of peace" (Eph. 4:3). Let us use every 
opportunity to grow spiritually and te 
share the gospel of Christ with the lost sc 
that the church may grow spiritually anc 
numerically. = 


SECOND OPINION 

Looking down at the sick man the doctor 
decided to tell him the truth: "I feel I 
should tell you that you are a very sick 
man. I'm sure that you would want to know 
the facts. Things don't look too promising 
for you. Now, is there anyone you woulc 
like to see?" 


Bending down toward the patient the doctor 
heard him feebly answer, "Yes." 


"Who is it?" asked the doctor. 


In a slightly stronger tone the sufferer 
said, ''Another doctor.''—Southern Wings 













LESSON 4 
(Series) 
R. L. Kilpatrick 


Probably the most diffucult, obscure, and 
misunderstood subject in all the Bible is 
the subject ''The Righteousness of God." 
On the surface these words seem simple 
enough to understand, but underneath lies 
a meaning so profound that Bible students 
fail even to detect, much less to compre- 
hend. The Righteousness of God may 
rightly be said to be the very "cause" which 
underlies the Scheme of Redemption, and 
the central theme throughout the New Test- 
ament. Our God is a God of law and order. 
Not even the redemption of mankind can be 
based on any other than a system of justice, 
consistent with the divine nature of God; 

nor can sin go unpunished. Even though 
God is a God of love, mercy, grace, and 
benevolence, still he will not save mankind 
in a state of unrighteousness, for this is 
contrary to His nature of "justice.'' We 
must understand that "righteousness" is a 

state of 'perfection''—absolute, total; and 

in view of this the salvation of mankind 

seems impossible. Vet, God, through 
Jesus Christ found the ingenious way, for 
thereis away for man to become righteous 
... perfect. ..absolute. And we dare to say 

that no Bible student will ever master the 
Christian System until he has mastered 
the subject, ''The Righteousness of God." 


RIGHTEOUSNESS REVEALED 


The phrase, the righteousness of God, first 
seems to take on real significance in Rom- 
ans 1:17, even though it has the same) 
meaning elsewhere. After speaking of the 
Paul 


"power of the gospel" in verse 16, 
said: 


For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed through faith for faith; as it 
is written, ''He who through faith is 
righteous shall live (1:17). 





She Christian System 
The Righteousness of God 


PART 1 of 3 Parts 


"Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrines of 
Christ and go on to maturity...'' (Hebrews 6:1). 


| Anyone who has made a serious attempt to 


understand the contents of verse 17 above, 
has undoubtedly met with frustration, de- 
Sspair, anxiety, and even wrath in his 
attempt tounderstand the apostle's meaning. 
On the otherhand, all who have enlightened 
themselves on the subject have experienced 
the spiritual exultation that comes only 
through the understanding of divine truth. 


As a means of bringing the subject into 
proper focus, we have elected to use the 
experiences of Martin Luther as he began 
his study of the book of Romans. However 
much we may disagree with some of his 
teachings, we must give Luther credit for 
mastering Romans 1:17, and in fact for his 
overall contribution to Biblical theology. 
As his experience seems to be typicalof 
all who have made an indepth study of Rom- 
ans, we have included below a rather lengthy 
essay on Luther's problems with Romans. 


I had been seized with a really extrord- 
inary ardor to understand Paul in the 
letter to the Romans, but until then there 
stood in my way, not coldness of blood, 
but this one word, i.e., Rom. 1:17, 'The 
justice of God is revealed init.' For I 
hated this word 'the justice of God' which 
by the use and usage of all the doctors I 
was taught to understand philosophically 
in terms of that so-called formal or 
active justice with which God is just and 
punishes the sinner and the unrighteous. 


For however irreproachably I lived, I 
felt myself before God to be a sinner 
with a most unquiet conscience, nor 
could I be confident that I had pleased 
Him with my satisfaction. I did not love, 
nay, rather I hated, this righteous God 
who punishes sinners, and if not with 
tacit blasphemy, certainly with huge 


murmurings I was angry with God, say - 
ing: 'As though it really were not enough 
that miserable sinners should be eter- 
nally damned with original sin and have 
all kinds of calamities laid upon them 
by the law of the ten commandments, 
God must go and add sorrow upon sorrow 
and even through the gospel itself bring 
his justice and wrath to bear!’ I raged 
in this way with a.wildly aroused and 
disturbed conscience, and yet I knocked 


importunately at Paul in this passage, | 


thirsting more ardently to know what 
Paul meant. At last, God being merci- 
ful as I thought about it day and night, I 
noticed the context of the words, namely, 
"the justice of God is revealed in it; as 
it is written, the just shall live by faith.' 
Then and there I begin to understand 
the justice of God as that by which the 
righteous man lives by the gift of God, 
namely, by faith, and this sentence, 
"The justice of God is revealed in the 
gospel’ to be that passive justice with 
which the merciful God justifies us by 
faith, as it is written, 'The just shall 
live by faith.' This straightway made 
me feel as though reborn and as though 
I had entered through open gates into 
Paradise itself. From then on, the 
whole face of scripture appeared differ- 
ent. I ran through the scriptures as 
memory served, and found that other 
words had the same meaning... 


And now, much as I had hated the word | 


"justice of God' before, so mucn the 
more sweetly I extolled this word to my- 
self now, so that this passage in Paul 
was to me a real gate to Paradise. 
(Luther: Lectures on Romans, pages 
xxxvi and xxxvii, Westminster Press) 


And so it is with everyone who has studied 
and reached an understanding of the doc- 
trine, the Righteousness of God. Armed 
with this newly revealed truth, Juther set 
in motion the great 16th century Protestant 
Reformation, and it may be said that Rom. 
1:17 was the sword of the movement. He 
then set out to combat the heritical teaching 
of salvation by works which is self-right- 
eousness, which denies God's grace in the 
scheme of redemption. 


JUSTIFICATION AND RIGHTEOUSNESS 


The Greek word which is translated right- 
eousness may also, and is, translated 
"justice'' and Luther's apparent stumbling 
block was his misunderstanding of its 
meaning. He believed the word to mean 
active punishment of the sinner rather than 
the passive righteousness which God im- 
putes to those who have faith in Christ. 


But this is not all that Paul is saying in 
Rom. 1:17. Truly God's retributive justice 
is revealed in the gospel, for in it (gospel) 
the death, burial, and resurrection is also 
revealed which IS the gospel (1 Cor. 15:1-4); 
but it was Jesus, not man, who suffered 
the "retributive" justice. 


This is pointed out in Romans 3:25, 26. 
Speaking of Christ, Paul said, 


Whom God put forward as an expia- 
tion by his blood, to be received by 
faith. This was to show God's right- 
eousness, because in his divine for- 
bearance he had passed over former 
Sins; it was to prove at the present 
time that he himself is righteous and 
that he justifies him who has faith in 
Jesus. 


In other words, the death of Christ served 
to appease the wrath of God, divine law 
was vindicated, sin was atoned for, and 
the way was open for God to show justice 
(righteousness) to mankind. Therefore it 
was absolutely essential for one who was 
perfect to atone for man, the imperfect. 
There was no other way for God to save 
manandat the same time remain consistent 
with his own divine nature, than for some- 
one to die who was perfect. 


For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of 
God (II Cor. 5:21). 


Here then is how the righteousness of God 
was revealed in the gospel. Our sin was 
made His sin and yet He knew no sin. This 
means He died a perfect man. By God's 
gracewe are allowedto share the perfection 
of Jesus, which is by "imputation". This 
means we are not righteous within ourselves 








but that it is so declaredof us. We become 
"the righteousness of God"' when we are 
incorporated into his righteous body —the 
spiritual body, the church (Col. 1:18; Eph. 
1:22,23; 4:4). Our standing beforeGod is 
that of "righteousness" because it is the 
standing of Jesus before God. Righteous- 
ness is, therefore,a"status" we occupy in 
our relationship to God, not that we are 
righteous in-and-of ourselves. We are 
what we were before, except that our legal 
status before God has changed, which was 
brought about by "faith in Jesus." 


We will conclude this article with afurther 
word from Martin Luther, who sums it up 
about as well as it can be summed up: 


God will not save us through our own 
righteousness and wisdom, but through 
that which comes to us from outside of 
ourselves; through a_ righteousness 
which has neither come from us nor 
been produced by us, but which comes 
from elsewhere; which did not grow on 
this earth, but comes from heaven. 
Hence, man must learn a righteousness 
which is completely from without and 
foreign tous. And therefore one's own 
personal righteousness must first be 
rooted out (Luther: Lectures on Romans). 


Surely then, as Luther exclaimed, Romans 
1:17 is the gate to Paradise." 


(continued in next issue) 


GOSPEL MEETING 
WEST HUNTSVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12 - 18 May 1975, 7:00 p.m. each evening 


Preaching: Jerry Jenkins 
Birmingham, Alabama 


GARTH 
For the benefit of those living in or near 
Paint Rock Valley, the Garth church now 
has a regular preacher (Jimmy Kilpatrick) 
and has began holding Sunday evening ser- 
vices, at 6:30 p.m., in addition to their 
regular a.m. services at 10:00 and 11:00. 
This marks the first*time in memory that 
this congregation has held worship services 
on Sunday evening. Surely this means 
progress for this small church. 


, SSS = 2 6 ee ee, 


William C. Johnson, of West Monroe, La. 
owner of ''Let the Bible Speak, Inc."" and 
"Christian Educational Services, Inc.", 
announces the publication of anew brother- 
hood magazine to be called "Christian 
Family Magazine.'' The editor for this 
new magazine is J.J. Turner. Bro. Turner 
is an instructor in the School of Bible 
Studies, West Monroe, La. He is the 
author of seven books and has written for 
many brotherhood publications. 


"Christian Family Magazine" is designed 
to promote Christianity within the home. 
It will seek to have relevant articles, helps, 
counsel, features, etc., in each issue to 
encourage spiritual growth. As the name 
implies—"Christian Family'"—the magazine 
is for the WHOLE family, not just a seg- 
ment. The brotherhood has long been in 
need for such a publication. 


Some of the writers for the first issue are 
Virgil Trout, Rubel Shelly, Robert R. 
Taylor, Jr., Ron Brotherton, Wayne Jack- 
son, Tom Eaves, Lowell Brown, Marguerite 
Gray, etc. 


The first issue is scheduled to come out 
the second week in June, with monthly 
publications beginning the second week in 
July, 1975. If you would like to receive 
the first issue, please write ''Christian 
Family Magazine", 1211 Arkansas Road, 
West Monroe, Louisiana 71291. Pre-pub- 
lication subscription rate is $6.00 per 
year for 12 issues, and will increase to 
$7.00 after publication begins. 


ANNIVERSARY 
With this issue of the Ensign Fair we begin 
our 3rd year of publication. Our subscrip- 
tion list continues to grow even though we 
have launched no major drives for such. 
This certainly does not mean that we dis- 
courage subscriptions. It's just that our 
normal rate of growth is consistent with 
our ability to finance and with our capacity 
to print. We appreciate those of you who 
have renewed your subscriptions and for 
those who sent an additional contribution 
to help with the expense. Continue to sup- 
port us and we will continue to print what 
we believe to be beneficial to our readers. 


The Value of a Christian Education 


Freed - Hardeman and David Lipscomb 
colleges. This is not because the academic 
programs of these two huge universities 
are superior to the academic programs of 
Freed-Hardeman and David Lipscomb but 
because these two huge universities are 
great sports powers. This is wrong and 
we as mature Christians must be made to 
be aware of the magnitude of this error. 


The purpose of life is to serve the Lord. 
Any life that is spent in the pursuit of any 
other purpose is a wasted life and one that 
is sure to cause hurt, pain, heartbreak and 
misery. It will alsolead tothe even greater 
tragedy of spending our eternity in the hell] 
which was prepared for the devil and his 
angels. If the purpose of life is to serve 
the Lord, and no Christian will dispute 
this fact, then it follows reasonably and 
logically that the purpose of education is 
to prepare the learners to become the most 
effective and able servants of the Lord 
which it is possible for them to become. 


The state universities and colleges make 
no effort to prepare their students for 
service to the Lord. Christian colleges 
make service to the Lord the focal point 
of all of their activities. From which in- 
stitutions dowe get the vast majority of our 
gospel preachers, missionaries, Bible 
teachers, able leaders, and effective work- 
ers? To ask the question is to answer it. 
The great majority of these do not come 
from the state colleges and universities. 
Yet more than ninety percent of our young 
people who attend college, attend the state 
institutions. Less than ten percent of our 
young people who attend college attend 
Christian colleges. What a shame and 
what a robbery of God that we are guilty of 
robbing Him of more than ninety percent 
of the young people and allof their talents. 


There are those who say that the state 
universities and colleges do a better job 


academically than do our Christiancolleges. 


This isutterly false andwithout any grounds 
of foundation. Indeed, the opposite is the 
truth and it is true at every level of the 
educational process. The reason for the 
higher achievement levels from those who 
come through the Christian schools is due 


to the fact that the Christian school envi- 
ronment is more conducive to higher levels 
of achievement. In these, the children.and 
young people are taught the fundamental 
principles of duty, honor, and service to 
God and man. They are taught, "Finally 
brethren, whatsoever things are just, what- 
soever things are pure, whatsoever things 
are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if there 
be any praise, think on these things" (Phil. 
4:8). The above injunction comes from 
God and it is one of the most fundamental 
of all educational principles. We would not 
have the various textbook controversies 
and the problems with the theory of evolu- 
tionif our public schools and state colleges 
and universities were following this divine 
command. 


Our young people need to be in Christian 
educational institutions where they will 
enjoy sports activities while at the same 
time they are being prepared to serve the 
Lord. They should be in Christian schools 
where their faith is carefully nurtured and 
where they can grow in stature and infavor 
with God and man. 


DECISION TIME 
Many of you have been receiving the Ensign 
Fair for some time on a trial, introductory 
basis. Now the time has come when you 
must either subscribe for the magazine or 
we must (for financial reasons) remove 
your name from our mailing list. We 
would prefer to send the magazine. free to 
everyone, but such is not possible with our 
limited funds. It seems, and this is always 
the case, that those who help us most fin- 
ancially, are those least able to do so. It 
doesn't seem fair, somehow, for us to 
accept contributions from the poor, and 
from the elderly who live onfixed incomes, 
when others not inthis category can't seem 
to sacrifice the price of two hamburgers 
for a year's subscription! Think about 
this, brethren. Why not send in your sub- 
scription now while you are reminded of it. 





— -— 


| It has been found that the so-called APPLE 


on the tree did not cause the trouble in the 
Garden of Eden. It was the PAIR on the 
ground. 





What's Happening 
To MODESTY? 


By Norman R. Oke 


We are living in an extremely sensual age; 
moral purity is fighting for its life. And 
in this battle for moral purity immodesty 
is a major factor. Immodesty and immor- 
ality are companions in crime. 


THE BIBLE SPEAKS 
Yes, the Bible does have something to say 
about modesty; God has been facing the 
issue of modesty from Eden until this very 
hour. And it isn't over yet. If the Bible 
speaks, dare we remain silent? 


Eden with its unstained beauty andunbroken 
calm—Adam and Eve, in holy innocence, 
were the happy inhabitants. Then a visitor 
came; uninvited, vicious, subtle. And 
when this satanic visitor left, holiness had 
fled, the hearts of Adam and Eve were 
unholy cesspools of iniquitous thoughts. 


What was God's first act? He set up a 
clothing shop and outfitted both of them in 
their first made to order suits. Why did 
God clothe our first parents? He knew full 
well that fallen man and nakedness were 
not fit companions. And God knows still 
today that carnal man is no match for the 
extreme temptations of sight. 
doing, placed His divine disapproval upon 
nudity. 


Now from Eden's beautiful garden to Sinai's 
rugged craigs, the mount of God is shaken 
by the thunderings of the Holy One. God is 
speaking in tones of finality. And among 
the other instructions to Moses, Godclearly 
reveals His attitude toward immodesty. In 
Eden God had dramatized His attitude; on 
Sinai God shouts it out in burning words. 
Read it in the 18th chapter of Leviticus. 
And this chapter, by the way, could well 
be read in these days of unblushing immod- 
esty. As you read this chapter you will 
notice two things. 
modesty) is inextricably linked with im- 
morality. No less than twenty-four times 


| sexes. 


God, by so | 


First, nakedness (im- | 


God puts it bluntly, "It is wickedness" (Lev. 
18:17). Second, you will note that God's 
warnings apply equally to manand woman. 
God says that modesty is a patternfor both 
God abhors nudity; He hates sex 
exhibitionism. 


Does some say, "Yes, but that is just the 
Old Testament''? To such I say, Read 
where Christ restored the demoniac of 
Gadara (Luke 8:26-40). Regardless of the 
cause of his plight, the Bible clearly states 
that he ''ware no clothes.'' And when Jesus 
restored him "he was sitting...clothed."' 
Christ was clearly placing the divine ap- 
proval upon a clean mind and a clothed 
body. 


What would Jesus say if He faced the 
blantant and daring near-nudity which to- 
day flaunts itself on streets and in parks 
in the guise of summer comfort? 


One more biblical witness, please. St. 
Paul in writing to Timothy urges "that 
women adorn themselves in modest appar- 
el." Again, notice two things. First, that 
immodesty would nullify the testimony of a 
Christian woman. Second, at this juncture 
in Christian history immodesty had become 
more particularly a feminine problem. 
Andthat is the case today. Becauseof the 
phy siological make-up of men and women, 
sight is thebasis of man's strongest tempt- 
ations. That is why women especially need 
to guard at this point—at home, on the 
street, everywhere. 


OUR CONTEMPORARIES SPEAK 
Not only does the Bible sound a note of 
warning;there is also general alarm among 
religious leaders.today. Scantly clad wo- 
men are displayed onbillboards, newspaper 
ads, magazine covers, and TV screens to 
lure the attention of men. And parallel 


' with this shocking fact is the surging tide 


of rapes and sexual assaults —this is no 
accident. Sex advertising gets the atten- 
tion of menall right—but what else happens! 
And the Devil smiles! 


What then are religious leaders saying? 


A Baptist journal states it thus, ''The cur- 
rent mode of (immodest) dress constitutes 


in this one chapter is nudism condemned. ! a serious offense against decency." 
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A Roman Catholic organization became. 


greatly exercised about immodesty in 


dresses and set up standards which would) 


be considered modest for Catholic women. | 
| with his father when they were caught 


Here they are: "Full coverage for the bodice, 
chest, shoulders, back and arms. No cut- 
outs lower than two inches below the neck- 
line. No transparent or flesh-colored 


materials to give the impression of nudity. | 


Sleeves halfway between shoulder and elbow. 
Nothing to unduly reveal the figure of a 
wearer." 


If that is modesty for a Roman Catholic 
woman, can Protestant women afford a 


more lenient attitude? To say that modesty | 


is dead among Protestant women is not the 
truth, but to say it is no problem at all 
would be naive in the extreme. 


In a southern city a Negro was sentenced 
to death for the rape.- slaying of a white 
woman. A prominent minister, from his 
pulpit some weeks later, said that he 
would like to see a fair distribution of the 
guilt. He granted that death was warranted 
for the offender, but he added that some of 
the guilt belonged at the newsstand where 
lewd and sexy literature was displayed and 
sold without discrimination. "And part of 
the blame," he said, ''belongs to the women 
who parade the streets in scanty and shock- 
ingly immodest attire." 


WHAT IS OUR ANSWER? 


This may be blunt, but it is realistic. Un- | 


regenerate men are not thinking holy 
thoughts when the exposed feminine form is 
flaunted before them. God knew it in Eden; 
St. Paul knew it at Ephesus. If men are to 
have pure minds and a wholesome respect 
for womanhood, women must dress mod- 
estly. By so doing they are contributing to 
their own safety. 


Let's be consistent. Modesty must be the 
rule for all occasions—at church, at work, 
on the street, at play. And no Christian 
woman can afford the dubious privilege of 
low-cut attire even for social functions. 


What is our answer? 


Remember, Christian immodesty is as 


fatal to holy character as termites to the | 
| If there's anything the ADULT world can’ 


timbers of a house. God has spoken. We 


have a reckoning day with modesty. 


' mother and me?" asked the father. 





AS THE TWIG IS BENT 
Jack Griffin 
When Johnny was six years old, he was 
speeding. His father handed a five- dollar 
bill with his driver's license. "It's okay, 


son,"' his father said as they drove off, 
"everybody does it." 


/When he was eight, he was present at a 


family council, presided over by Uncle 
George, on the surest means to shave points 
off the income tax returns. "It's okay, kid," 
his uncle said, ''everybody does it." 


When he was twelve, he broke his glasses 
on the way to school. His Aunt Francine 


| persuaded the insurance company that they 


had been stolen and then collected $27. 
"It's okay, son,"' she said, "everybody 
does it." 


When he was fifteen, he made right guard 
on the high school football team. His coach 
showed him how to block and at the same 
time grab the opposing end by the shirt so 
the official couldn't see it. "It's okay, kid," 
the coach said, "everyone does it." 


When he was sixteen, he took his first 
summer job at a supermarket. His assign- 
ment was to put the over-ripe tomatoes at 
the bottom of the boxes and the good ones 
on top where they would show. "It's okay, 
kid,"" the manager said,''everyone does it." 


When he was eighteen, Johnny and a neigh- 
bor boy applied for college scholarships. 
Johnny was a marginal student; his friend 
was in the upper three percent of his class, 
but he couldn't play right guard. Johnny 
got the scholarship. "It's okay, kid," he 
told his friend, "everybody does it." 


When he was nineteen, he was approachec 
by an upperclassman who offered test 
answers for $3. "It's okay, kid," he said, 
"everyone does it." 


Johnny was caught and sent home in dis- 
grace. ''How could you do this to your 
"You 
never learned anything like this at home." 
His aunt and uncle were also shocked. 


stand, it's a KID WHO CHEATS! 
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